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to mud-holes, the scanty vegetation withers, and the
district becomes a parched desert country.
My statement that this area was once inhabited by
a vast and teeming populace is based on several ob-
vious facts? first, the immense number of burials,
ceremonial monuments, village sites and mounds;
second, the incredible number of potsherds, stone
artifacts and other manufactured objects scattered
over a wide area, and often forming deposits several
feet in depth; third, the enormous size and great num-
ber of stone stelae, monuments and idols which could
have been moved and erected only by thousands of
hands working in unison; finally, the remains of the
culture have already been found over an area of ap-
proximately five hundred square miles. By this I
do not mean that every square mile of the immense
area is covered with remains, but over this entire area
remains of the same prehistoric race occur,, sometimes
widely separated, at other times thickly covering
hundreds of acres. Among the remains are kitchen-
middens, refuse piles, village sites, burials, cere-
monial or temple sites and mounds. In places, along
some of the rivers, village sites extend for miles, and
the strata of discarded stone artifacts and potsherds
are from five to twenty feet thick. In other spots
burials are so numerous that it Is practically impossi-
ble to dig anywhere, over an area of many acres,
without disclosing a grave.
Ceremonial monuments of stone are numerous, and
there are hundreds of low rounded mounds full of
pottery and stone implements, which were probably
once surmounted by temples or buildings of some
sort. By far the most extensive remains, the spot